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H appy New Year to everyone, I hope everyone had a safe and memorable holiday season. I just 

unloaded my car from the New Yearôs Day Fun Fly. It was a fun event with a lot of members and 

some visitors braving the winds to fly, watch, eat and visit. The food, courtesy of David Vilbig  and helpers, 

was excellent as usual. Ed Perez was there documenting the event with his Nikon, and Dewey was there 

helping the new flyers as always. The temperature was tolerable despite the winds. It is great to see a lot of 

the flyers challenging the winds. Maybe they were trying to make room for their winter projects. The weather 

for the club meeting was not so cooperative. The bitter cold kept many of the club members from attending.  

The members that braved the weather shared some great food, courtesy of Paradise Cove and club members.   

A brief meeting resulted in the election and appointment of the following.  

 

Elected Board Members: 

 

Appointed Board Members: 

 

Committees:  

 

I would like to thank all of the new volunteers as well as the returning club members that are giving of their 

time and energy to the 114th.  I would like to personally thank the club members that are stepping down from 

their previous positions. This club has grown from a few flyers to over a hundred members through the  

efforts and guidance of Darrell Barabash. He has had a lot of help from other club members, but he has 

been the guiding light, cattle prod, and moderator that has seen the club flourish into what it is today. He has 

a unique ability to know when to step in and when to let problems work their way out. I only hope that he 

will continue to grace the club with his presence and experience. Please thank him for his efforts when you 

see him at the field, after he flies ï of course. I know he will still be involved with the club. He has offered to 

help with some of the Grapevine Park Board meetings and discussions as needed. The club will need to  

continue Darrellôs good neighbor policy in order to secure the future of our field. 
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President Mark Haman (new) 

Vice-President Dewey Walker (new) 

Treasurer Wendell Hubbard (returning)  

Secretary James Bruce (returning) 

Member at large Bob Hubbard (new) 

Newsletter Bob Carreras (new) 

Field Committee Bob Hubbard (returning)  

Safety Officer Danal Estes (new) 

Youth Committee Daniel and Christopher Cole 

Webmaster Larry Hilgert and Drew Hendrix  

Chief Instructor  Dewey Walker 
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January 2009 Presidentôs Message: 



Jeff Makie is another individual that deserves our 

thanks. Jeff has previously helped with field maintenance 

and repairs as well as being club vice-president. He put in 

a lot of time and effort to establish the excellent runway 

by overseeing the watering and fertilizing and organizing 

field repair days. He has been willing to be the lightning 

rod and moderator for problems at the field when they 

have come up. I hope he will continue to be involved in 

club issues. He has great perspective, and his top priority 

is the club. 

 

Dick Lessard will be working with Bob Carreras on the 

newsletter. He will initially guide Bob with the assembly 

of the newsletter and then branch out into helping with 

articles of interest for our club. His newsletters have at-

tracted a lot of attention nationally. I know of several 

clubs that peruse Dickôs product for ideas and direction 

as they try to put together their own newsletter. Dick, we 

appreciate your continued efforts. 

 

I would like to thank Herb Koven for his efforts as 

safety officer and youth committee.  I appreciated your 

safety concerns and respected the way you gathered in-

formation with pointed questions and then guided your 

decisions with a good dose of common sense. The club 

needs your continued input. I hope you will be able to 

help with some of the youth activities. It was a joy watch-

ing you interact with the kids at the field. Not everyone 

can organize kids and maintain their interests the way 

you do. 

 

Drew Hendrix has not been active at the field but has 

maintained the website in a professional manner. He will 

now be assisted by Larry Hilgert . Larry is the one that 

put the frequency board together after the Spectrum 

transmitters became an issue. Larry sees a need and fixes 

it without a lot of hoopla. Sounds a lot like Bob Hub-

bard and a few other club members, doesnôt it? I am still 

trying to get Drew to come to the field and renew his 

interest in flying. 

 

I hope everyone in the field understands what a gem we 

have in Daniel Cole. His aggressive approach and organ-

izational skills in the field of public relations is top notch. 

His most recent project was the Santa Cops fly in. It was 

a huge success and will be presented in other areas of the 

newsletter. I was shocked when I rounded the corner and 

saw the crowd. It looked like opening day at the circus, 

complete with floats, animals, announcers, and a film 

crew. This contribution to the local area in the field of 

public relations is ñpriceless.ò A big round of applause 

goes out to Daniel Cole, Christopher Cole, and all of 

those that pitched in and helped. This includes the spon-

sors as well as everybody that showed up to fly. Several 

other flying clubs made a road trip to help support our 

efforts. Ronnie Pope and James Bruce put together 

some great gifts. The local hobby shops contributed. 

James Bruce has established a great relationship with 

Ben from 3-D Hobby shop.  Ben traveled a long way to 

help us out with donations.  I know I have left out a lot of 

others that made a great 2008.  

I expect the club to continue to grow in the same way it did under 

Darrellôs guidance. I will lean heavily on Dewey who has already 

helped in so many ways. The plaques provided the outgoing officers 

were arranged by Dewey. He quietly manages to get things done. 

His broad smile and firm handshake have welcomed many a new 

face to our field. His energy and joy of flying is contagious. 

 

Continued on Page 8 

From the Vice President 

W ell itôs been a while since Iôve addressed all of you through our newsletter. I hope everyone enjoyed the Christmas and 

New Yearôs Day holidays.  Pardon the old expression, but this year 

really did fly by fast. Wow! 2009 is actually here. 

     First, I would like to acknowledge the hard work and contributions 

made by our past Vice President Jeff Makie. Over the last several 

years, Jeff has done a lot to help promote our club. When volunteers 

were needed for an event or a project, you could always count on him 

to be there to help out. Along with being Vice President, he also was 

an instructor for the club. Jeff has helped train many new pilots that 

are in our club today.  Thanks again Jeff for all of your hard work. 

     The New Yearôs Day Fun Fly was a ñblast.ò Even though it was a 

little windy and chilly, everyone seemed to have a great time.  I want 

to thank David Vilbig  for taking care of the food that we all got to 

enjoy during this event. The hot dogs and brats were magnificent. 

     During the meeting that we had in November, I had discussed the 

possibility of the club sponsoring a float fly. Some of the discussions 

that Iôve had with several of our members have recommended that we 

hold this event in late April. My plan is for me to have a firm date for 

this event in time for me to announce it at our next meeting on Jan 

13th. Presently Iôm coordinating with other clubs in the Metroplex so 

as not to have a conflicting date with another event. I will have more 

information to share with you at our next club meeting. 

     I would like to announce the names of our flight instructors for 

2009.  These individuals are: 

 

Mark Haman  

Darrell Barabash 

Jim Dines 

Bob Hubbard 

Bill Rutledge 

Don Stenger 

Dewey Walker 

 

     Our Wednesday afternoon fixed wing flight training sessions will 

start up on March 11th. During the winter months we will do some 

flight training on Saturday afternoons. Those of you that would 

like to get some flight instruction can contact me at 

dwalker@114thrc.org. 

 

     We have been blessed with some great flying weather over the last 

several days.  Letôs hope the good weather will be with us for a while. 

 

I hope everyone has a wonderful new year.  See you at the field. 

 

Vice President & Chief Instructor 
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Grapevine SANTA COPS 

wants to thank the North 

Texas area R/C Modeling 

community for helping to 

make this a very Merry Christ-

mas for over 1,400 kids.  The 

donations of hundreds of 

gifts/presents and $1800 in 

cash was the most significant 

non-corporate contribution 

to Santa Cops and it made a 

very big difference.   The Dec 

7th Santa Cops Fly-In was 

hosted by the 114th RC Aero 

Squadron and Dallas Electric 

Area Flyers.  We  want to ex-

press a sincere Thank You  to 

our fellow clubs who sup-

ported this most worthy event 

and the 50 registered pilots.  

Kudos and special thanks to 

the Ft. Worth Thunderbirds, Texas Wings, Cedar Creek Aero  Modelers, Dallas R/C, Rowlett 

R/C, Texoma R/C, North Dallas R/C and Greater Southwest R/C clubs. 

The raffle was a big draw and we need to make sure that we thank the sponsors who donated items 

for the raffle. Theyôre the ones who made the cash collection so successful. Prizes awarded during the 

day included: 

 2Dog RC: 3S Lipo battery, Battery Straps 

 Bob Smith Industries- CA glues 

 Eagle Tree Systems- Gift Certificate  

 Boca Bearing- $50 Gift Cert., T-Shirt, Multi -Tool 

 Horizon Hobby- Parkzone F4U Corsair 

 Kyosho America- Focke Wulf 190 EP 50 ARF 

 Extreme Flight- 58" Extra ARF  

 3DHobbyShop- 55" Yak 

 Castle Creations- T-Bird 9, T-Bird 18, Berg 7  

 Receiver  
The food was also great.  Resident grill master Dave Vilbig 

commanded the fire for at least 5 hours. Which was tough in the chilly shade.  There were plenty of bur-

gers, brats and tenderloin.  

 

At the end of the day a trailer full of toys was handed to the Santa Cops along with a big envelop of cash 

to brighten the spirits of some less fortunate children.  And it lifted our spirits as well!  

Grapevine SANTA COPS thanks you! 

Santa Cops  December 2008 

More Pictures 

on Page 4 & 5 
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Santa Cops 

2008 



The club deadline for renewals is the same as the AMA, 

12/31/2008. As of 01/05/2009,  we have 57 regular mem-

bers, 2 junior members, 10 inactive and 11 associate mem-

bers that have renewed. Approximately ½ of the members 

that have not renewed are not current with the AMA. 

Please renew your AMA prior to flying at the field. The printed e-mail confir-

mation sent by the AMA is acceptable if you have not received your AMA card. 

Anyone with an I-phone can check AMA currency at the field. You will need to 

know your AMA number to verify. Membership renewals will be accepted at 

the January meeting with proof of AMA. We look forward to seeing you at the 

field and at the meeting.          

   Mark Haman,  Membership Committee. 
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Dec 2008 Meeting 

Terry Fender was the December 2008 Model of the Month winner. Thatôs Terry proudly showing his win-

ning model The radical look of the Lock-

heed P-38 Lightning makes it one of the 

most popular designs ever.  It had a 52 

foot wing span powered by 2 - 1450 HP 

engines and was a 400 MPH fighter that 

could carry enough firepower to sink a 

ship. Terryôs Model is an E-Flite P-38/F-

5E Lightning 400 ARF.  Terry says it has 

a 48" wing span, 38 oz weight with a 3S 

11.1V 2200mAh LiPo battery feeding 2 - 

ESCs powering 2-Park 450 brushless 

outrunner motors turning 10x8E counter-

rotating props.  According to Terry itôs 

stable flying with dead straight-ahead 

tracking during takeoffs and flight 

with ample power and flight time of 10+ 

minutes.  The steerable nose wheel 

makes for nice looking taxi on a smooth 

surface.  The Styrofoam model comes 

highly detailed out of the box but Terry takes credit for repairs and touch-up painting required following two 

separate crashes that left the plane in 6-8 big pieces each time.  He claims this enhances the war bird look.  

We agree!  Congratulations to Terry on a great looking P-38.  

Model of the Month �² December 2008  

Terry Fender 

Public Relations 

M y sincere thanks to all those who attended and/or 

contributed to Santa Cops.  The overwhelming 

success of the event was directly attributable to the par-

ticipation and generosity of those who believe the cause 

is worthwhile.  The holiday spirit was quite  

evident.   May your munificence be returned  

ten-fold in good health and contentment  

throughout the New Year.   

Daniel Cole 

Membership Committee Update  


