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Next Meeting  Mar 10, 7p.m. 

At Paradise Cove 

 Presidentôs Message: 

 

I would like to thank Ed Perez for arranging our February speaker, Phil 
Oestricher. It was a great discussion with a video tape of early flight testing of 

the F-16. His presentation set a pretty high standard.  
 
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, March 10th, 7:00pm at 
Paradise Cove. The speaker will be Gene Hodges. He 
will bring one of the Q-25 class racers and talk a little 
about the series, schedule and what it takes to get into this 
class of racing. Dewey will discuss the progress of the 
Float Fly with a possible July date. 
 
It is hard to believe that March is already upon us. April is 
around the corner and the days are getting longer. Febru-

ary was the usual mixture of cold and windy days. When the weather was 
warm, it was windy. Flyers have been coming out to work on their crosswind 
and high wind techniques. Some have been successful and others will be work-
ing on their technique a little more. The cold air and changing winds bring up 
another issue. Sound manages to carry further in cold air. We need to be more 
attentive to our noise levels and flight patterns while we adjust for the 
winds. Please look at the map located at the field to see how close we are to 
our neighbors. We will discuss how to check our noise levels at the March 
meeting. We will conduct a dB meter demonstration at the field during the 
April meeting. 
 
Several members have not received stickers. I am working with Sam Reidland 
to update our membership lists and get stickers to those needing them. Watch 
for e-mails regarding mailing of the stickers. They go on the right upper cor-
ner of your AMA card. Place your AMA cards in the slots so your membership 
sticker shows. The website is currently a mix of new and old data. There is a 
link on the current website to the chat room regarding our field. There is not a 
lot of activity so far. Larry Hilgert is working on rolling in a completely new web-
site with a different layout and current information any day now. 
 
The financial status of the club is sound. The financial status of some of the 
members is not. Job security for many of our members is in doubt. This is re-
flected in the number of late or pending renewals. Flying at the 114th should be 
fun and a break from the pressures of home and work. When you arrive at the 
field, try to leave these issues on the South side of the gate. Unload the car, set 
up your aircraft, than walk around and visit for a few minutes before rushing out 
to the flight line. This brief break in the action can brighten the day of another 
flyer. We can all learn a little from Deweyôs approach to field activities and posi-
tive attitude. Sequencing of dissimilar aircraft has been working pretty well. 
Communication is the key here. It will become more important as the weather 
improves. Keep your equipment charged.  
 

See you at the field and at the meeting.       Mark 

March 2009 
Find us on the Web @ 114thrc.org   

http://www.114thrc.org/


Terry Fender 
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The February meeting featured a great presentation by Phil Oestricher on his experiences as the1st F-16 Test Pi-
lot.   He related many interesting facets of the F-16 flight envelope.  Many thanks to Phil for taking the time to 
share some of his many experiences in aviation with us. 

February 2009 Meeting 

  

T his monthôs article will be brief. The first comment that I would like to make is ñhow bout this weather.ò  Our flying conditions have just been outstanding over the last several weeks even though were still in 
winter here in North Texas.   
 
Our first major event that is coming up this year is on Saturday, April 25

th
. The Grapevine Outdoor Kidôs 

Adventure Day is put on by the City of Grapevine Parkôs Dept. This has been a great event for us to sponsor 
over the last several years.  Walter Jackson and Daniel Cole will be in charge of organizing this event, so 
please volunteer your time to help out. Iôm sure you will be hearing more from these two guys regarding this 
great event in the coming days. 
 
Since we learned about the scheduling of the Grapevine Outdoor Kidôs Adventure Day, we postponed our 
float fly. The date that we are looking at presently for rescheduling of this event is Sunday, July 19

th
.  I will 

be making an announcement to everyone once we have a few more details worked out and this date is final-
ized.  That gives everyone plenty of time to get those floats ready. 
 
I would like to remind everyone again that our flight training 
sessions begin on Wednesday, March 11

th
.  During this time 

starting at around 5PM, I would ask that all pilots give 
our students priority at the flight stations.  
 
Thatôs about it for this month.  See you at the field. 
 
Vice President &  
Chief Instructor 

 

Coming Soon 

114th RC Squadron  

Float Fly  

 From the Vice President 
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B ob Hubbard was the winner of the February 
Model of the Month with his Nick Ziroli 92in span   

P-47.  This baby is powered by a Zenoah GT-80 
and has a fiberglass fuse, built-up wing, Robart 
retracts, Hi-Tec servos, Rustoleum paint and a 
2.4Ghz Futaba Radio. She weighs in at a slim 
figured 31 lbs.   
     Bob says he started working on her in midï
August 2008 and brought it home to do the paint 
job in late October.  He commented that, ñI built 
this at work, and yes, I know I have it tough.ò  
Bob said he had to wait a couple of weeks for 
the humidity to go down to paint the color black 
as, according to him, ñit blushes big time when 
damp out. I think I was all done by end of Nov.ò  
Now, you have to realize Bob could have built 
and flown this model in a shorter amount of time 
but he had a minor issue.  As he put it, ñI didn't 
want to bang it around in my small car so I had 
a long wait for the maiden flight. I had to buy a 
truck to move it.ò  Now thatôs one way to get a 
new vehicle! 
     Bobôs P-47 is pretty much stock except for 
the little wings on the cowling for spark plug 
clearance and the use of magnets to hold the 
cowling on. So how did it fly?   The P-47ôs 
maiden flight was Sunday 22 Feb at Benbrook 
and Bobôs first comment was it ñflies on rails.ò  He also noted ñI wasn't 
ready for lift off, the elevator was out of trim big time. Tapered surfaces 
on the tail are a real fine line of what is centered.ò   But Bob felt it was 
pretty much typical Ziroli airplane flying after that, rock solid with good 
response on flight controls.  He said ñI never went over 1/2 throttle. 
Slowing down for landing I used too much flap and the P-47 started to 
roll over.  I run the flaps on a slider switch so I can dial back up versus 
all up or all down. Being 31 pounds it didn't wander too much and 
stayed right down the runway. I had another maiden for next month's 
Model of the Month so I didn't fly a second time and wanted to re-rig 
the elevator. It's always nice to have 2 pieces out and 2 pieces in go-

ing home.ò   Congratulations 
Bob on a super P-47! 

 

Model of the Month ð February 2009  

Other beautiful 

model entries  
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A day at the field.   

Canôt believe itôs a weekend in 

Winter. 

ONLINE SHOPPING LINKS-
Some great places for 

unique or cheap RC Stuff!  

http://www.lightflite.com/ 
http://www.radicalrc.com/shop/  

http://www.valuehobby.com/ 

www.headsuprc.com  

www.lazertoyz.com  

www.dealextreme.com  

http://www.stevensaero.com/  

http://www.callie-graphics.com/  

http://www.manzanolaser.com/  

http://www.patscustom-models.com/  

http://www.parkscalemodels.com/shop/  

http://www.mountainmodels.com/  

http://stores.ebay.com/plus2city  

http://gravesrc.com  

http://www.adchobbystore.com/  

http://liposonline.com/  

http://rchotdeals.com/  

http://www.rc-airplane-world.com/  

http://www.bananahobby.com/  

http://smart-fly.com/  

http://www.cal-grafx.com/index.htm  

http://www.hobbycity.com 


