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At Flying Field 

 Presidentôs Message: 
 

I   was deeply saddened to hear of the passing of Richard Blose. Flying was his profession 
and his hobby. He was a regular flyer at the field.  His participation and his presence will be 

deeply missed. I appreciate the efforts of the club members that were able to attend the services. 
Dewey Walker contacted the family and a wreath was arranged by Mark Engeberg.  We wish 
the best for his family in these difficult times. I personally will miss the individual touches that he 
added to his airplanes. I envied the canopy work on his yellow and black electric Extra 300.  As 
mentioned in the e-mails, his daughter, Michelle, is also a pilot with an interest in models. I hope 
she will join us some day at the field.  Unexpected events such as this should remind us to appre-
ciate every day. 
 
The weather has been in the 
news a lot recently. We have 
finally gotten some rain. This 
will help our watering costs but 
makes it difficult to mow. The 
condition of the field was excel-
lent for Outdoor Kids Adventure 
Day.  The weather was not as 
kind. The winds were signifi-
cantly higher than desired. 
Daniel and Christopher Cole 
organized a great event with a 
lot of volunteers present. Dewey Walker is to be commended on refurbishing all of the club train-
ers in time for the event. He was able to even resurrect a retired trainer after its replacement 
found its way into the lake during the Wednesday night training 3 days before the event. Despite 
the high winds and multiple sorties, all of the trainers were still in one piece at the end of the day. 
That is a tribute to all of the volunteers, instructors and members that gave their time and effort on 
Saturday. Patrick Jacobs and others worked extremely hard to repair, refuel and prepare the 
trainers for their sorties. David Vilbig had the grill running most of the day. The food was excel-

lent as usual. Bill Rutledge and Shane Allen put on flying 
demonstrations during the day.  A lot of the guys stayed 
late to help with tear down and clean up. 105 students 
signed in and were given an opportunity to fly. The club 
should be proud of this event. 
 
Our new windsock is the result of the efforts of Bob Hub-
bard, Sheldon Timmons, Mark Engeberg and Bobby 
Moore. Thanks guys! We still need ideas for meeting pro-
grams. There will be a brief program in May.  I know that I 
missed a lot of names that contributed to OKAD. Thanks 
to everybody that contributed. You will see many of their 
smiling faces in the photos. Donôt forget Motherôs Day. We 
will see you at the field and the meeting.    See you at the 
field and at the meeting.     Mark 

May 2009 
Find us on the Web @ 114thrc.org   

 

W e were given some tragic news during the 
Grapevine Kidôs Adventure Day event that fellow 

114th member Richard Blose had passed away.  The word 
that we received regarding Richardôs passing was that his death happened very suddenly.  He had 
been helping his wife with some ironing, and she left the room for a moment.  She heard a noise, 
and came back to where they both had been working to discover Richard on the floor.  Richard is 
survived by his wife Diane, and his two daughters Michelle & Tammy.  He was a good man, 

and he will be missed by all that knew him.         Continued on Page 2 

Richard Earl Blose 

December 30, 1946 ï April 24, 2009 

From the Vice President 

Outdoor Kids Adventure Day 

      It all starts on Page 5  

http://www.114thrc.org/
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 Well, I hope everyone has recuperated from the Outdoor Kidôs Adventure Day event. This was really a great 
event.  I will let Daniel & Walter give all of you a more complete report, but I think we had 105 kids sign in on 
the registration. That is fantastic, being that this was a one day event this year.   
The only thing that we could have improved on during this event would have been to have had a little less 
wind. Maaaaaanéit was windy. In fact it was so windy that I had a dream about this event later that night, or 
may be it was a nightmare.  This is weird, so bear with me here. I was flying my Airmadillo trainer; no I was 
actually in my Airmadillo flying it myself.  I seem to remember calling out at the radio, ñGrapevine International 
this is Airmadillo 225 on downwind approachò.  The ATC response was normal, ñroger 225.ò Then the tower 
responded, ñAirmadillo 225 be aware that the wind is one eight zero at nineteen.ò I responded with ñroger 
225.ò  Grapevine ATC came back with ñAirmadillo 225, be aware of wind shear below tree lineé in fact 225 
youôre crazy to be up in the air.ò Then all of a sudden, I woke up and heard a noise in the back yard.  I looked 
out that window and there was an armadillo sitting up on his rear feet and he was looking right at me. Well at 
least I thought I saw an armadillo.  I think you all get the picture now, it was windy.  
 
I want to thank all of the volunteers that helped make this yearôs Grapevine 
OKAD a huge success. 
 
Regarding the 1

st
 Annual 114

th
 RC Aero Squadron Float Fly, I 

received an E-Mail from Joe Moore at the Parks Dept. 
that he had met with the Corp of Engineers last week 
regarding this event. They advised him that they did 
not see any problem with us sponsoring our float fly. 
He should receive their final approval this week.  We 
have a lot of planning to do, so I will try to have a more 
complete over view of what needs to be done to put on 
this event at the May meeting. 

 
I told all of you that I would try to have some pointers in this monthôs newslet-
ter regarding the installation of floats for your aircraft.  Here are a few sug-
gestions on the type of floats that are available and how they should be in-
stalled.  One of the more popular float kits that incorporate some pretty cool 
features for your float plane is the Hangar 9 Float Kit for both 40 size & ¼ 
scale type airplanes. 
Whatôs nice about the Hangar 9 floats is that they offer a pop-up rudder for 
better steering of your airplane.  A water tight compartment is provided inside 
one of the floats for the servo to control this rudder. The rudder pops up auto-
matically when you beach your airplane.  
 
Maxford USA also offers a good variety of floats that are constructed with 
foam and fiberglass.    

Balsa USA offers some nice floats. 

One of the most important notes to remember when 
mounting your floats is to make sure that the step of the 
float is positioned İò behind the center of gravity of 
the model. 

Just about any trainer, sport, or scale type of aircraft can easily be adapted to ac-
cept floats, and be able to have the ability to switch back and forth to your main landing gear. 

Heli-Max offers a couple of different inflatable floats kits for you helicopter pilots.  Shane Allen has advised 
me that he will have a helicopter ready for this float fly.   

 

I want to congratulate Len Minco on the opening of his new business Kwik 
Kar Lube & Auto Care of Hudson Oaks, TX.  Len is already doing well with 
this new business venture.   

 

     Continued on Page 3 

 

 

July 19 
114th RC Squadron 

Float Fly 

http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=991393
http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=991393
http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=991393
http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=991393
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In between lube jobs and mechanic work, Len also offers a prop bal-
ancing service as indicated in this photo. 

Elvis Bunnell of the Fort Worth Thunderbirds is showing off this new 
ñprop balancing machine.ò Len tells me that this machine works great 
on auto and truck tires too. 

Thatôs it for this one.  As I said earlier, we have a lot to talk about at 
our next meeting. 

See you at the field. 

 

Vice President & 
Chief Instructor 

April Club Meeting 

Congratulations to Ralph 
Brescia on winning the 
March Model of the Month 
with his Walt Moucha Mod-
els Charger MKII.  This kit 
dates back from the very late 
1980's to early 1990's.   
Ralph says he bought the kit 
in 1991and itôs all balsa con-

struction.  It has a wingspan of 60" with 1080 sq. in 
of wing area.  The Fuse length is 60".  Ralph powers 
the model with an Italian made Super Tigre 90, also 
purchased in 1991.  He says ñthe engine had never 
been run as of the time of these pictures.ò  Itôs cov-
ered with Ultracote and weighs about 9-1/2 lbs.  
Congratulations Ralph on a superbly 
constructed model! 

Model of the Month ð  

March 2009  
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Aprilôs Model of the Month is Bob Hubbardôs 
great looking Ziroli Skyraider.   
 

Sporting a 100 inch wingspan and a 
Zenoah G62, this warbird looks as 
good on the ground as it does in the 
air.  Bob said it was glassed and 
painted with Rustoleum Cammo col-
ors and has HiTec Servos and is 

guided with a Futaba radio.   
 
Bobôs own special mods included wing and 
centerline fuel tanks.   
He says ñas large as it is, itôs one of the easi-
est warbirds to fly.ò   
 

 Congratulations to Bob  
on another outstanding Warbird! 

Model of the Month ð  

April 2009  

Other  

beautiful 

model  

entries  

Submitted by Dick Lessard 

Fun-Fly Loops 

One loop is very simple, but multiple loops are hard to fly consistently. Before attempting the loop, check your 

transmitter to make sure that your loop coupling (50 degrees up-elevator, 20 degrees down-flap is a good start-

ing point) and air-brake features are active. Familiarize yourself with your plane's optimal loop size and speed. 

 

Larger, faster loops are more controllable than tighter, slower loops. Larger, faster loops are easier to position 

and to maintain consistently because you spread your "plane wake" over a larger area. After three or more 

loops, you'll usually have to make corrections to compensate for "wake" and/or to improve positioning. Always 

make corrections at the bottom of the loop; neutralize the elevator and make aileron corrections to the right or 

left. To turn in a competitive run when doing a set of 10 loops, a pilot must accurately calculate the best begin-

ning altitude because the plane will gradually descend with each loop completed. Often, what sets champions 

apart from also-rans is who finishes the loop sequence closest to the ground. In multiples of five, outside loops 

must be started higher than inside loops because insides are more controllable.  

 

From the R/C Pilot's Handbook, available from www.rcstore.com. 

http://www.rcstore.com
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YOUTH COMMITTEE 
 

Outdoor Kids Adventure Day was 
an enormous success! 
 
Over thirty 114th RC Aero Squadron members volun-
teered to support the club's commitment to this event.  
Many additional members were unable to attend for 
various reasons, but vocally backed the philosophy 
that it is important for the 114th to be viewed by the 
community as a positive asset. 
 
The 114th accommodated over 105 guests on buddy-
box flights, nearly 150 flew the G3.5 simulators, and 
everyone enjoyed the food & beverage hospitality the 
club provided.  Thanks to BEST BUY for allowing the 
114th use of the hardware to run the Real Flight soft-
ware. 
 
I have already received positive comments from Southlake, Colleyville, Grapevine, and even Bedford city rep-

resentatives regarding the outstanding contribu-
tion of the 114th to Outdoor Kids Adventure Day.  
Along with all the other youth and public relation 
involvement our club fosters throughout the year 
(Santa Cops, free instructor nights, American Air-
lines Eagle Academy, Model Aviation subscription 
sponsorships, etc.), the 114th membership is sat-
isfying our AMA Charter obligation. 
 
Well done!     Daniel Cole 
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Outdoor Kids Adventure Day!  
This is what itõs all about... 
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Outdoor Kids Adventure Day!  
 


